Western Massachusetts Football Officials’ Association, Inc.
Code of Ethics

In addition to the Contest Officials’ Code of Ethics instituted by the MIAA, members of this Association will comply with the following guidelines:

· A member shall be an advocate for the game of High School football, and all other leagues to which a member has direct or indirect involvement.

· A member shall attend five (5) meetings annually as described in the Constitution and By-Laws of this Association. All members are expected to participate at any and all meetings.  Members shall act in a courteous and respectful manner and not disrupt the meeting in any way.  Personal attacks against any member will not be tolerated.  Members will be given an opportunity to speak when recognized.  If asked to leave the meeting, the member must comply without delay or protest, and will not receive credit for participation at that meeting.  
· A member shall manage their game assignments in a responsible manner, including timely review and response to any assigning authority.  
· A member shall arrive at a High School/Prep School Varsity contest at least sixty (60) minutes prior to kick off, and should be on the field at least twenty (20) minutes prior to kick off.  For High School/Prep School Junior Varsity and Freshman contests, arrival shall be at least fifteen (15) minutes prior to kick off. A member shall have available with him and call the phone numbers for the Assigning Commissioner, host school, and the referee assigned to that contest in the event that cannot meet the arrival time described above.
· A member shall wear the officially sanctioned uniform prescribed by the NCAA.  Uniforms should be clean, free from stains, and in good condition.  Graying or yellowing of uniforms should be replaced with new apparel.  Shoes should be polished and be mostly black in color.

· A member shall report any unusual incident regarding game administration of a contest to the Secretary/Treasurer within seventy-two (72) hours of occurrence.

· A member shall report any unusual game event or rule interpretation to the Rules Interpreter for analysis and discussion prior to the next general meeting.

· A member shall pay annual dues as described in the Constitution and By-Laws of this Association.

· A member shall report any misconduct of other members to the President of the Executive Board within seventy-two (72) hours of the occurrence.
· A member shall notify the Executive Board, via the Secretary/Treasurer, if they have been arrested and/or convicted of a misdemeanor or felony within seventy-two (72) hours.
· A member shall not consume alcohol on the day of a game prior to their last game of the day.

· A member shall not consume illegal drugs at any time.

· A member shall not appear at a meeting or game under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

· A member shall not participate in any criminal activity at any time.

· A member shall not speak to the press regarding any game, official, or Association business.  Requests not of a personal nature shall be directed to the Executive Board.

· A member shall treat with respect players, coaches, other officials, chain crews, Athletic Directors, School Personnel, etc., even when it is not reciprocal.  Dignity must be maintained. Baiting players, coaches or anyone associated with the game is unacceptable.  A member shall never intentionally contact a player, coach, Athletic Director, School Personnel, other officials, chain crew member, or member of the public.  A member shall not swear or use obscene gestures in public or on the field before, during, or after a contest.
· It is recommended that in preparation for each season that each member has a physical examination prior to the season, maintain a healthy lifestyle, and participate in a year round conditioning program consisting of cardiovascular and agility exercises.
